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wrath of the Consul and his rapacity, they had come to
take refuge under the shelter of Baha-Ullah and become
Bahais. Abdul Baha inquired about their whereabouts,
gave them a little advice, and sent them a\\ay. Then
knowing that if the goods were taken by the Consul they
would never be returned to their owners, he sent one of
the believers to the chief of the band, requiring him to
return everything, which he did without any protest.
The merchants in turn, received quietly all their stolen
goods without the mediumship of the Consul. But when
the Consul heard of Abdul Baha's part in this affair, he
was very wroth, because the matter had been taken out
of his jurisdiction. He had expected to fatten his
pockets, and not succeeding in this he forever afterward
tried to injure the Bahais on every occasion.

Among these robbers there was one by the name of
Heydar. As a punishment for his former raids, the gov-
ernment had cut off both his hands. He was, notwith-
standing this handicap, the cleverest of them all. One
morning, a Bahai came to Abdul Baha, saying that
last night his money which was sewed in a special
pocket of his vest had been stolen. He did not know
how, and he wondered who had done the deed. Abdul
Baha told him to go and bring his vest, and when it was
before him, he observed that the pocket was not ripped
with a knife, but chewed to pieces with teeth. He did
not say anything, but sent for Heydar. When Heydar
arrived, Abdul Baha told him: "Thou hast stolen the
money of this poor man. Give it back to him." He tried
to deny it, but Abdul Baha said: "Look at this vest!
Thou hast chewed the pocket with thy teeth; it is not torn
with a knife as any other man would have done were
he in possession of his hands." No, he would not confess
that he had stolen it. Then Abdul Baha ordered the bas-
tinado to be brought in. After receiving a few lashes